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engineering trade union, Burns and Mann, stepped in to assist
Ben Tillett, the docker,, in organizing the strike.1 Sympathy was
widespread in all classes and the dockers secured the object of
their strike, payment at the rate of sixpence an hour! There
followed a big expansion of trade unionism. Great unions like
the Miners' Federation and the National Union of Railwaymen
were built up, and these, unlike the old unions, were not confined
to skilled craftsmen of a particular trade but were open to all
workers in a particular industry.

The Labour party. As yet there was no Labour party in
parliament, for the working-men candidates occasionally elected
became members of the Liberal party. In 1887 Keir Hardie, a
Scottish miner and a socialist, urged the Trades Union Congress
to found a new and independent party, but he met with no
response. Undiscouraged, he founded an Independent Labour
Party (I.L.P.) himself and was elected for West Ham in 1892.
His first appearance at the House of Commons was made con-
spicuous by a brass band and a tweed cap;2 on subsequent
occasions he discarded the former but not the latter.

In 1895 t^ie LL.P. put up twenty-nine candidates, but they
were all defeated. None the less, the Trades Union Congress
was being slowly stirred to action, and in 1899 a joint committee
of the T.U.C., the I.L.P., and two socialist societies was estab-
lished under the title of the Labour Representation Committee.
Its purpose was to find and support working-class candidates
with socialist opinions, and its secretary was James Ramsay
MacDonald, who became the first Labour prime minister twenty-
five years later.

The Toff Vale Case. For some years the committee made
little progress but in 1902 it was presented with what it really
needed, a first-dass grievance. In 1901 a strike of the employees
of the Taff Vale Railway occurred and certain undoubtedly
illegal acts were committed. The company claimed damages,
not from the workmen guilty of these acts but from their trade
union, and the judges decided that a trade union could be sued for

1 Burns and Mann moved afterwards in opposite directions. Burns
became a very 'conservative' Cabinet Minister in the Liberal government
of 1906; Mann became a violent Communist and spent considerable
periods in prison. Both lived to a great age.

* A picture of this will be found in the Illustrated London News.